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The Revolt Of Man 


In his “Psychology of Unbelief”, Dr. E. M. Blaiklock of New 
Zealand writes: 


“(1) The fact of God’s existence is being diligently eliminated from 
the thinking of today. (2) The biblical view of human nature is largely 
rejected today. (3) Emotionally the age is a petulant revolt against order, 
which ultimately means against God. 


’ 


“TIntellectually,”’ says the professor, “we live in a defeated age. The 
age has lost its bearings. The cement of faith has crumbled.” 


“Frustration in more than one sphere is inevitable when basically 
corrupt creatures are treated as fundamentally good.” “Behind much of 
the philosophy of our day lies a vast human desire to be independent of a 
Creator and to exalt a creature who has little to commend him.” ‘Much 
of the confusion in our thinking springs from the desire to find an early 
explanation of the universe which does not demand too much discipline of 
life and which leaves the conscience unchallenged.” “The alcoholism of the 
day, its escapist literature, its hectic tone are symptoms of minds adrift, 
betrayed by the leaders of thought. Wells, Shaw, Russell and a dozen 
others have done their work well.” “The emotional revolt against order 
is in essence a revolt against God. It springs from that hatred of all 
discipline which is the last corruption of human nature.” 


* * + * * « 
These conditions have existed in varying degrees in the last four 
centuries—and in each of them God sent a revival. 


Such a revival is desperately needed today. 


ae 


oq uo ,suTYySeY 
UOTSTATG SUOTSSSd0¥ JeTYyg 
oxy SSersuog jo Arerqry 

















Dr. Gordon H. Clark 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Rev. B. Hoyt Evans 

Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor ......................... 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell Associate Editor -...................... 
Rev. Wade C. Smith, Associate Editor -.................... 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


it PAY AE RE i ARE on Weaverville, N. C. 
satis canliacnacdle ilies cn ileal iets coenegalane Asheville, N. C. 
nell Weaverville, N. C. 


Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Rev. J. Kenton Parker 
Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. Col. Roy LeCraw Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. Rev. George Scotchmer 
Dr. J. Park McCallie 
Rev. John Reed Miller, D.D. Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, D.D. 


JOURNAL 


Rev. Robert Strong, S.T.D. 


Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D. 








EDITORIAL 


The Truth — In Love 


Probably in no generation has there been a 
greater tendency to look on Christian doctrine 
as a matter of secondary importance than in our 
own. 


The general thrust of the neo-orthodox posi- 
tion, (a most refreshing and welcome but par- 
tial about face from old-time modernism) , leaves 
to the individual and to his personal interpreta- 
tions many things about which there are explicit 
teachings in the Scriptures. 

More and more the center of gravity for au- 
thority has shifted from the Bible to man’s 
interpretations of the Bible. And man being 
what he is, there have developed multitudinous 
theories about the content of the Christian 
faith. This is reflected in confusing and con- 
fused positions of many leading theologians and 
those who have in turn been influenced by their 
confusion. 


This confusion (and we use the term repeated- 
ly because there is no other adequate expres- 
sion) comes from using old terms for new pur- 
poses. For instance, “Biblical preaching” is not 
necessarily what a previous generation under- 
stood to be Biblical preaching. Most of the spe- 
cific doctrines of Christianity now find them- 
selves clothed in terms either different from their 
original connotations, or difficult to understand 
because far afield from the historic evangelical 
concept. 


There is needed today a clear and unequiv- 
ocal statement of Christian truth which is based 
on reverent scholarship and presented in love. 
So much of the “Fundamentalism” of the past 
has been doctrinally sound and utterly unChris- 
tian in application. It is time that all who 
“earnestly contend for the faith” learn that this 
cannot be done in a spirit of bitterness. In like 
manner it is equally important that those who 
find themselves in positions of ecclesiastical, 
power, (be they to the right or to the left in 
theology), see that they do not exercise this 
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power against those with whom they do not 
agree. 

It seems axiomatic that any effective witness 
for Christ shall be permeated with love. If we 
love only those who agree with us ours is a very 
shallow love indeed. 


Contending for the faith is desperately needed. 
But only as the faith for which we contend is 
demonstrated as having changed our own hearts 
and attitudes can it prove attractive to others. 


Convictions on matters of Christian truth are 
of the greatest importance but these convictions 
must be accomplished by evidence of the Holy 
Spirit in our daily living. 

In like manner a “liberalism "which looks with 
tolerance solely on those who are themselves 
liberal, belies the name and becomes a type of 
narrow bigotry. 

The world needs Christ and His redeeming 
power. There is a world-wide hunger for some- 
thing better than the Church has yet produced 
— more men and women in whom there is dem- 
onstrated daily the transforming presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. The ecumenical move- 
ment makes its witness primarily at the organi- 
zational level and with a very feeble effort in 
the realm of doctrinal content. Those who 
look with sincere distrust on this form of ecu- 
menism have often likewise failed to make an 
adequate impact for Christ. 


Certainly one solution, one step forward, will 
be a more convincing witness to the fact that 
we who name the name of Christ are ourselves 
new creatures in Christ. There is little argu- 
ment against a genuinely changed life. 

—L. N. B. 
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Christian Authority 


No one can make religious assertions without 
explicitly or implicitly appealing to authority. 
Recent pastoral duty required me to counsel 
with a Protestant lady and a Roman Catholic 
man. They are thinking of marriage but recog- 
nize the religious difficulty. 


As we talked, it became obvious that the man 
had been steeped in the dogmas of Rome. He 
admitted inability to support his contentions 
from the Bible and barely recognized such a 
familiar verse as John 3:16. He constantly urged 
the necessity for faith in accepting what “the 
Church” teaches. I tried to point out that there 
was no Biblical basis for apostolic powers being 
transmitted to priest-successors, and that there 
was not a line or a word in Scripture about the 
Mass as a sacrifice or about the immaculate con- 
ception and assumption of Mary. He pleasantly 
but stoutly held his ground, however, for Church 
tradition is his authority. 


Protestants claim for their authority, on the 
other hand, the written Word of God as inspired 
and interpreted by the Holy Spirit. The West- 
minster Confession of Faith states that we have 
“full persuasion and assurance of the infallible 
truth and divine authority” of holy Scripture 
“from the inward work of the Holy Spirit, bear- 
ing witness by and with the Word in our hearts.” 
The Confession adds: “The Supreme Judge, by 
whom all controversies of religion are to be de- 
termined, and all decrees of councils, opinions 
of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private 
spirits, are to be examined, and in whose sen- 
tence we are to rest, can be no other but the 
Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture.” 


Presbyterians are observing this year the 450th 
anniversary of John Calvin’s birth. It is help- 
ful to read again some of the writings of this 
man. On September 1, 1539, Calvin wrote a 
letter to Cardinal James Sadolet. The Reformer 
cautioned the Roman prelate against claiming 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit apart from “the 
Word of the Lord, (ie., the Holy Scrip- 
ture) ...’’ Calvin accused Sadolet and his fel- 
low Romanists of offering “an affront” to the 
Holy Spirit by separating Him from the Word. 


It is not only in Roman circles today that we 
see the age-old error of ignoring or adding to or 
taking from the Scriptures. Liberal and neo- 
orthodox Protestants may do the same. When 
they question, for example, the infallibility of 


Jesus as a teacher and say that our Lord made 
mistakes in such matters as the fall of Adam 
and Eve, the flood of Noah and Jonah’s whale, 
they are setting up an authority other than that 
which Protestants have traditionally recognized. 
Their authority is “the consentient witness” of 
“critical opinion” in our time. They can count 
157 or more professors and prominent preachers 
who subscribe to limitations and imperfections 
in the knowledge and teaching of Jesus. Ob- 
viously, their appeal is to a vague authority 
which is apt to change with every theological 
fad. 


There are matters of interpretation where 
Christians do well to exercise humble restraint. 
It seems to me, however, that rejecting the in- 
fallibility of Jesus, as some prominent Protestant 
leaders known to me do, is rather a plain way of 
substituting a new kind of tradition, Rome-like 
in principle, for the authoritative Word of God. 

—C. N. W., Il 





He Is Able 


He is able to deliver you — and that’s not 
the only thing He is able to do. God can do 
anything. 


When you grasp the meaning of the majesty 
and power of Our Lord, you will feel the small- 
ness of self, your problems and all things not 
related to Him. 


He is able to dot the universe with suns un- 
counted. He is able to make man and give man 
joy or sorrow. 


He is able to love you and best of ali, He is 
able to forgive you and make you His own. 


He is able to help you, if it is His will. He is 
able to feed, clothe and keep you from all harm. 
He may pass on to you the test Job endured, 
but He is able to restore you if that pleases Him. 


He is able to punish the wicked and evil ones 
and reward the faithful. If sorrow has crossed 
your path, He is able to comfort you if you can- 
not understand why you suffer. Even after 
death, He is able to raise you from the grave. 
He is able to give you Heaven or hell, either to 
sing His praises through eternity or face ever- 
lasting punishment — whichever you deserve. 
If you walk with Him, obey Him and serve 
Him, He will be able to say, “You did not choose 
me but I have chosen you.” 

—Ralph Brewer 
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Frightening 


The most frightening thing on the political 
scene today is not Communism from without 
so much as moral cowardice on the part of 
some politicians. Confronted with the extent to 
which certain segments of organized labor are 
in the hands of evil men, they refuse to vote 
the legislation necessary to curb their power 
and influence. 


James Hoffa is head of the largest labor union 
in America. The teamsters are in a position 
to paralyze our nation if they so desire. Un- 
questionably Hoffa, surrounded by godless men, 
many of them with criminal records, will resort 
to any means he conceives to further his own 
power. A few days ago he is reported to have ex- 
pressed his disdain for Congress and those who 
investigated him and his union. In his diatribe 
against our elected leaders he repeatedly used 
profane and vulgar language, expressing his con- 
tempt for all concerned. 


A few weeks ago Harry Bridges, head of the 
West Coast Longshoreman’s union announced 
that his union would refuse to handle military 
supplies for Taiwan should we become involved 
in war in the Formosa Straits. A few days later, 
in Japan, he laid down the law to Japanese 
labor unions. The Washington Post rhetorically 
asked in an editorial: “Who does Bridges think 
that he is? One day he takes to himself the 
powers of the Department of Defense, a few 
days later that of the Department of State”. 


These men and others of their ilk must 
either be curbed or America herself may find 
them dominating the country as a whole. The 
facts are there for all to see. The violence, extor- 
tion and corruption to be found in certain 
unions is a matter of public record. 


But so far Congress has done little more than 
give corrupt labor leaders a slap on the wrist. 


There is also mounting evidence that the 
rank and file of organized labor resents the pre- 
dicament in which they find themselves. They 
are enslaved in organizations originally designed 
to set them free. They are puppets in the hands 
of leaders who are drunk with power and greed. 
They are captives of certain concepts of organi- 
zation which deny them the very freedoms they 
are supposed to guarantee. 

This is not a matter for partisan politics and 
as long as it is dealt with on a partisan and po- 
litical basis there can be no proper solution. 


There are needed in the halls of congress men 
from both major parties who will unite and 
produce a labor bill which will fully protect the 
rights of labor from the standpoint of sound 
economics and exploitation of capital; a bill 
which will also free organized labor from those 
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men who have risen to positions of power 
through violence and corruption. 


Until and unless such steps are taken the 
rights of the individual laboring man and the 
welfare of the nation are at stake. 

An enlightened and Christian view of labor 
has in it no place for corruption, violence and 
crime. The consequences of our present unwill- 
ingness to face the issue can be dire in the 
extreme. 

We are spending billions for the defense of 
America from possible aggression from without. 
What shall it all profit if we wake up to find 
our country destroyed by evil men from within? 


—L. N. B. 





Never Go to Bed Angry 


“Never go to bed angry — don’t give the 
devil that sort of foothold” (Ephesians 4:26, 
Phillips’ Translation) 


A little girl was saying her prayers at her 
mother’s knee. When she came to “If I die 
before I wake”, she hesitated, then started again, 
but when she came to this part she got off her 
knees, ran out of the room and was back in a 
short while. Her mother scolded her for not 
paying attention to what she was doing and 
she said, But mother I was paying attention, I 
remembered that I had left brother’s toys all 
in a mess and “If I die before I wake” I did 
not want him to find them that way. 


Are we sure, when we go to bed, that we have 
no anger in our hearts, or that we have not 
left something which will make another angry? 
It is a fine thing, when the sun goes down, and 
we prepare for our rest, to know that there is 
nothing between us and our fellowmen, no 
feeling of unforgiveness. 


“If we should die before we wake”’ will there 
be any bitterness in our hearts towards any 
person. We are so helpless when asleep. Only 
God can sustain us. We can lie down in per- 
fect peace if we know that there is peace be- 
tween us and our God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ and peace between us and all our loved 
ones and neighbors, and the world of mankind. 

Let not the sun go down upon our wrath. 
Never go to bed angry — don’t give the devil 
that sort of foothold. —J. K. P. 
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Methods of Debate 


Debate waxed lively at the recent General 
Assembly when the issue was on the floor of 
asking the presbyteries to express their opinion 
on our continuing to belong to the National 
Council of Churches. Moderator Thompson was 
as throughout the assembly eminently fair in 
handling the proceedings. One speaker in his 
defense of the NCC allowed himself, however, 
to use what may properly be called the language 
of contempt about those of the opposite position. 
Perhaps he was emboldened to do this because 
he sincerely thought that his opponents were 
very few in number. Characterizing them as a 
little bunch of croakers, he saw when the vote 
came that they were actually more than one- 
fourth of the commissioners. Even though they 
had proved to be but a tiny handful, it would 
have been thoroughly unbecoming to deride his 
dissenting brethren. In the courts of our church 
should it not always be assumed that men take 
& position on issues because they believe it to 
be right? Are they not entitled to respect if 
they cannot be given agreement? Surely here 
is a point of Christian courtesy that our pres- 
byters should never permit themselves to forget 
or to violate. 


—R. S. 


Passivity 


In the Screwlape Letters that made him fa 
mous, C. S. Lewis writes an imaginary report 
that Satan receives about the faithful church- 
going of a certain group of people. But Satan is 
not at all alarmed about this fine fact, saying 
that a great deal of church-going has as much 
effect upon people as water on a duck’s back. 


The reason for all this, of course, is the fact 
that often we are not worshipping when we 
are in church; we are mere spectators. We sit 
back passively and “take it in” rather than be- 
ing active by putting ourselves into it. We sing 
without thinking at all of the words we are 
mouthing; our minds wander during what is 
supposed to be the “congregational” prayer; we 
listen to the sermon “in snatches”; and we me- 
chanically place our money into the offering 
without being aware of the cause to which we 
are contributing, nor accompanying our gift 
with a prayer for God’s indispensable blessing 
upon it. 

An example of how far passivity can reach is 
to be seen in the church-going of the Roman 
Catholics, many of whose faults have come about 
gradually and imperceptibly through the long 
years of that church’s existence. When a Catho- 
lic goes to Mass he is a spectator to a religious 
drama. Practically everything is done by a few 
officials. The audience does not sing. There 
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are no spontaneous prayers. The liturgy is so 
rigid that, like our recitation of the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed, it can be carried 
out almost completely without thought. 


This should serve as a warning to us. Divine 
worship is not an ecclesiastical entertainment, 
though one would think so to hear people’s 
reactions to a church service. We should sing 
from the heart, not “by heart” (Colossians 3:16) : 
we should give cheerfully (II Corinthians 9:7) , 
which requires reflection. We must pray intel- 
ligently (I Corinthians 14:15). Dont let the 
dominie do it all. 


But no matter how active a worshipper may 
be, he is still a pretty passive person if his 
Christianity consists largely in church-going. A 
seminary professor once said that we could af- 
ford to absent ourselves from one of the Sunday 
services if each of us, instead, would go out and 
share something of what we are constantly re- 
ceiving and rarely giving away. A person can- 
not, of course, give without first getting, but a 
passive person never gets very much in the first 
place. —Ro.r L. VEENsTRA, in The Banner 





A New Thought on Faith 


ls faith in God so very difficult? As we look 
around us at the wonders of the earth, would 
not God’s absence be much harder to explain 
than His presence? 


The business man rents a store and stocks 
it with goods. In other words, he makes a con- 
siderable investment of money, time and effort 
BEFORE he reaps any profits at all. Why does 
he do this? He has faith in people and believes 
they will buy from him. 


Isn’t it strange that that same business man 
who is willing in business to invest first and 
reap afterwards wants to reverse the process 
of dealing with God, his Creator? We are told 
in James 4:8, “Draw nigh to God and He will 


draw nigh to you”. 


Always God demands, not unreasonably, that 
the first action come from man, through faith, 
and man must be willing to invest in a stock of 
goods for the Lord and then profit thereafter. 
“But without faith it is impossible to please 
Him, for he that cometh to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek Him.” Hebrews 11:6. 


To the doubters it might well be said — If 
the Bible be not the Word of God, still its 
teachings constitute an excellent rule book for 
the conduct of life, and no one can lose by 
following it, but, oh, Man, SUPPOSE it is 
God’s true Word and we find it out too late! 
No second chance will be afforded us to salvage 
our souls. —R. LeC. 
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THE UNITY OF ALL TRUTH 





The following is a wie of an editorial which 
appeared in the May 8 issue of the Clan-Call, 
the student newspaper of Belhaven College. 


What Is a Christian 
Liberal Arts College? 


By Dwyn Mounger, Jr. 


What is a truly Christian philosophy of edu- 
cation? This is a question which has occupied 
our prayerful and careful attention for some 
weeks. We believe that the wheel illustrated 
above diagrams just such a philosophy. A liberal 
arts college based on its principles would have 
at the center of all its teaching Christianity 
and the Reformed (i.e. Presbyterian) faith. The 
Truth of Almighty God, who is completely sov- 
ereign in creation, redemption, and in His rul- 
ing and governing of all things created, as it is 
revealed in His Word, would be the focal 
point through which students might view every 
field of knowledge. As we can see from the 
wheel, this would not mean merely having a Bi- 
ble department committed to these principles, 
for the very nature of the Christian faith calls 
for a complete world and life view and a sub- 
jection of all our life and thought to the Truth 
as revealed in Scripture. 


Existentialist philosophers and_ theologians, 
such as Heidegger, Sartre, and Tillich, seem 
to have as their theme the loss of man’s being 
and the threat of meaninglessness. We believe 
that it is the Sovereign Lord who gives real 
meaning to all of reality. In a Christian liberal 
arts college based on these principles His 
Truth, then, would be the Archimedean Point 
from which students might view the world and 
every field of knowledge as a whole. With- 
out this starting point students could not 
hope but have their life and thought compart- 
mentalized and disunified, because there are 
so many conflicting concepts in our Western 
culture of pagan and humanistic origins. With- 
out this view of everything in existence in its 
relationship to the Sovereign Lord, creation is 
meaningless, and knowledge is a series of dis- 
connected, isolated studies. 
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J. B. Shearer outlined this same phil- 
oa of education when in 1870 he became 
president of Stewart College in Clarksville, Ten- 
nessee (later Southwestern University, ultimate- 
ly Southwestern at Memphis). He stated: “We 
propose to lay the foundation of an intelligent 
faith in the God of nature and revelation as one 
and the same God. There is no need that the 
tendencies of science be atheistic or even un- 
Christian. But science and revelation should 
be woven into the same web. The foundations 
of faith should be laid every day in the class- 
room, and the entire harmony and unity of all 
truth should be the first and last lesson in 
every Christian school.” 


So we see that this philosophy of education 
has historical precedent in our beloved Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. Here are the foundations 
not for a Bible College, not for a theological 
seminary, but for a genuine Christian liberal 
arts college in the Reformed tradition. With 
all our heart we express our firm belief that 
the majority of students who studied under 
this philosophy of educ:.tion would receive a 
world and life view which would be to them 
very precious. We believe that with it they 
would be, by the grace of the Lord, wholly pre- 
pared for their careers, whether they planned 
to be scientists, doctors, or D. C. E’s. Moreover, 
we believe that they would be better equipped 
for service in their various denominations of 
the Christian Church, Presbyterian or other- 
wise. Here, then, in our opinion is the basis 
for a truly Christian liberal arts college. Soli 
Deo gloria. 





Superlatives 


In II Peter 3:10 we read, “The day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up”. The Greek word 
translated “noise” seems to be used only here, 
and means “a great hissing noise”. 


It is interesting to compare Isaiah 17:12 where 
we read, “Woe to the multitude of many people, 
which make a noise like the noise of the seas”, 
where noise means a roar, move, sound. The 
form of the Hebrew word from which “noise” 
is translated seems to be used only here. This 
passage doubtless refers to the Battle of Ar- 
mageddon, one of the events of the end-time, 
as does the event of which Peter speaks. 


Recently the newspapers carried a story about 
sound that can kill a human being. Such high 
frequency sound waves, they say, would ho 
mogenize or scramble a person in seconds. I sup- 
pose we should be surprised at this statement in 
view of Peter’s words. The sound of which he 
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speaks will probably be like the roar of run-away 
worlds crashing together. No wonder the apostle 
admonished, “Seeing then that all these things 
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
looking for a hastening unto the coming of the 
day of God, when the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat”. 

—Rev. J. S. Robinson 














In re “What Is Your Bible I.Q.? 


by Ralph Brewer 
April 15, 1959 No. of the 
Journal 

Dear Bro. Editor: 


I do not very often disagree with anything the 
Journal publishes. However, the article “What is 
your Bible I. Q., though filled with observations of 
conditions, is very unfair in stating the causes, 
and the offered remedies are hardly fundamental. 


In his second sentence Mr. Brewer states: “Many 
of the present generation have been Bible starved 
simply because the Word of God has been banished 
from schools and neglected in homes.” That word 
“because” is the fly in the ointment. That loads 
responsibility upon our school system, where it 
has never belonged. Our public school has been 
with us for many generations, and has never been 
a school with the Bible as part of its curriculum. 
So why blame the school? What our homes are, 
and he writes about church homes, it is true they 
are far from what they might be, but not so dif- 
ferent from the homes of churches that foster 
Parochial, or so called Christian Schools. The 
homes of those churches are often accused of turn- 
ing the Bible training of their children over to 
those schools, and in places with disastrous results. 

Permit me to point out something that is far 
more fundamental. For several decades we have 
seen a change come over the ministry and its 
work. He used to be the teacher of the Word of 
God in the church. That was his major activity. 
There was Expository preaching, as well as textual, 
and the teaching of the Word to young and old 
during the week, as well as on Sunday. But grad- 
ually he became too busy with other added activi- 
ties in the church, till he has become a Church ad- 
ministrator, looking much of the time to many 
functions of social and semi-religious organiza- 
tions in the church. 


At County Sunday school conventions we listened 
to many an essay, holding forth something like 


the writing of Mr. Brewer. In answer we would 
castigate the preachers there, urging them to put 
on the Bible courses in their churches for all the 
children, from 6 years up, this aside from the work 
in the Sunday schools. And have those Bible 
courses which would bring the children by their 
11th. year through the New and the Old Testaments, 
followed by Catechetical studies till they were at 
least beyond their teens. The strength of such a 
course of study lies in the steady memory work 
required. We have carried on programs of the 
afore mentioned kind, with the result that the 
children and young folks were the best Bible know- 
ing among all the youth of the various churches. 


It was an arduous task for the pastors, and still 
is for those who follow this kind of program, and 
they had very little time for much of the... 
dare we call it folderol that nowadays keeps many 
occupied. (Of course, churches demand that.) And 
with all the work of instruction, there was still a 
little left for a day of fishing, or some other ac- 
tivity to his liking. 


Certainly there were results. We got Bible cen- 
tered homes, for such trained children and youth 
became in time Bible loving story telling parents. 
Also percentage wise more of our young men gave 
themselves for the work of the ministry, both for 
the home and the foreign work. We most certainly 
agree that our homes fail to a large extent in 
propagating Bible knowledge, but they fail to the 
extent that the ministry has failed them in training 
them properly in the Word of God. We hear it 
mentioned again and again that the average pastor 
has become an administrator, instead of a Bible 
Educator, and the central work of the church is 
gradually administered into the ground. 


Many objections may be found to the above stat- 
ed sentences, and many exceptions could be found 
undoubtedly. Futhermore, this is a large subject, 
worthy of far more elaboration, than can be given 
it in a few sentences. All we can do is present 
a few bold strokes. 


The writer has ministered the Word for some 45 
years, and has seen his outlined method put to the 
test with very encouraging results, to say the least. 


B. T. VanderWoude, Sr. 
Reformed Church in America 
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Sophomores In Isagogies 


By E. P. Schulze, Pastor 





The Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
Peekskill, New York 


In The High Way, July - September, 1957, 
there appeared an article by the late Douglas 
Dewar, F. Z. S., a British biologist of interna- 
tional reputation, in which he ridicules the de- 
tective abilities of the higher critics. In his ar- 
ticle he cites an instance of what those gentle- 
men can accomplish when let loose upon a 
modern document. 


“Miss Florence Deeks,” he says, “spent three 
years in writing the story of the part played by 
women in history. She sent her completed 
manuscript, which she named The Web, to the 
Macmillan Company of Canada in the hope that 
they would publish it. About eight months 
after she had sent her manuscript to these pub- 
lishers, and while it was still in their possession, 
their London house published Mr. H. G. Wells’ 
Outline of History. Miss Deeks was convinced 
that this book is a plagiarism of her unpub- 
lished work.” 


That was the setting for a law suit which Miss 
Deeks then instituted. In order to have sut- 
ficient evidence to present she engaged a higher 
critic, a professor of ancient and Old Testament 
languages and literature, who after comparing 
the two works in question declared that Mr. 
Wells had Miss Deeks’ manuscript beside him 
while writing his Outline, had repeatedly re- 
ferred to it and in many places had even bor- 
rowed her phraseology. 


Both Wells and the Macmillan Company de- 
nied the charges, and the trial judge, after look- 
ing over the professor’s arguments, dismissed the 
case without calling upon the defendants to 
testify. In his judgment he declared that the 
higher critic’s comparisons “are without signifi- 
cance, and his arguments and conclusions are 
alike puerile. His reasons are not even ‘two 
grains of wheat hidden in two bushels of chaff.’ 
They are not reasons at all.” 


When, subsequently, Miss Deeks appealed her 
case to the Supreme Court of Ontario it was 
unanimously dismissed, and one of the justices 
dubbed the manufactured evidence as “almost 
an insult to common sense.” 


Yet when such men go to work on the books 
of the Bible, people who should know better 
hail them as sages. Dealing with Scripture rather 
than with contemporary documents, they are 
less liable to exposure, for all that was long ago 
and far away, and in any case the principle is 
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that Holy Writ must be held guilty until 
proved innocent. And in spite of utter lack of 
proof and the evident tenuousness and sheer 
folly of their specious assumptions and deduc- 
tions these men at times succeed in making in- 
roads into the theological thought even of con- 
servative church bodies. 


Today we have the strange spectacle of 
learned and sincere Christian teachers, men who 
profess orthodoxy, giving way, entirely without 
necessity, to the infantile, naive and nugatory 
conceits of men whose wisdom is foolishness 
with God. One can only wonder and grieve to 
see such men become willing catechumens in 
the very rudiments of the sophomoric higher 
criticism. There is cause for thanksgiving and 
reason for hope, to be sure, in the circumstance 
that they do not as yet openly reject any of the 
cardinal tenets of Christianity or deny, for ex- 
ample, the predictive element in Scripture, but 
it is to be feared at the same time that they 
are on the way. 


lake the matter of the inerrancy of the Bible. 
Ihese part-way higher critics tells us that truth 
is a relative thing, that the concept of truth in 
ancient times admitted what we would call 
mistakes or falsehood, and that in this light one 
must re-interpret Scripture to men of our day. 


Because there are things in Holy Writ that 
they cannot comprehend they speak of errors 
and inconsistencies. On that assumption, of 
course, both the doctrine of the Holy Trinity 
and the doctrine of the Virgin Birth become 
erroneous just as soon as, on the ground of their 
limited understanding, they choose thus to classi- 
fy them. At present, however, these men do not 
go so far but rather point to minor difficulties, 
such as occur in the speech of Stephen, for in- 
stance, to persuade us that the Word is not 
inerrant. By their method of reasoning (“What 
I don’t understand must be erroneous or false”’) 
they might prove error and falsehood at any 
point where their intelligence quotient is ex- 
ceeded. 


It is a simple thing to pick such flaws, whether 
in sacred or secular writing and whether the 
words that are criticized are inspired or not. 
In a recent review of Bornkamm’s Luther’s 
World of Thought, for example, I said that 
some of the Reformer’s concepts remained 
medieval throughout his life, and cited his views 
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as to the best form of government as a case 
in point. In a subsequent review of Plass’ What 
Luther Says 1 stated that in his utterances in 
behalf of democracy his thinking was quite mod- 
ern. Higher critics, giving the matter a casual 
glance, would say, “There is an obvious con- 
tradiction.” Study, however, would show that 
there are facts to support both statements. Lu- 
ther’s position was for a limited aristocracy. 
In his delight in kings and princes he was 
medieval, but in maintaining that government 
should be elected by the voice of the people 
he was modern. 


Those who hold so low an estimate of the 
intelligence and honesty of the Holy Spirit as 
to believe that he lied or made mistakes either 
ignore or are unfamiliar with the literature 
upon this phase of apologetics. 


Attempts to harmonize the difficulties of 
Scripture are nothing new, nor are many, if 
any, of the difficulties insuperable in the light 
of present knowledge. 


In my library IT have John W. Haley’s “Al- 
leged Discrepancies of the Bible,”’ published at 
Boston in 1876. From much use, its binding is 
falling apart and its pages are coming loose, 
but its contents are just as good as they always 
were. Long out of print, it ought to be reprinted 
by one of the Grand Rapids firms. 


In that volume, Haley points out that Euse- 
bius, Chrysostom, Augustine and Theodoret de- 
voted certain treatises or portions thereof to 
the subject of Scriptural discrepancies. And in 
his bibliography he lists no fewer than twenty- 
five authors of the sixteenth and seventeeth 
centuries, with their works in that department 
of theology, plus eleven of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. 


It may be added that my good friend, the 
late Dr. W. Arndt of Concordia Seminary, co- 
editor of the Arndt and Gingrich Greek-Eng- 
lish Lexicon of the New Testament, was author 
of two books on the subject — Does the Bible 
Contradict Itself? (Concordia, 1926) and Bible 
Difficulties (Concordia, 1932) . 


Haley’s volume devotes about 380 pages to 
a discussion of doctrinal, ethical and historical 
“discrepancies,” with prefatory chapters on their 
origin, design and results, plus Scripture-text 
and topical indices. Often he suggests several 
solutions of a particular problem. Sometimes, 
to be sure, one or another of the solutions for 
a specific difficulty may not appeal; occasionally, 
perhaps, none of them will satisfy. But frequent- 
ly close reading of Scripture in its proximate 
and remote context or thorough reflection on the 
matter will suggest an answer other than those 
heretofore given in the books. 

No Christian need, nor should he, budge an 
inch from the position of our Lord, who said, 
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“Scripture cannot be broken.” Do we believe 
His Word? Do we say “Amen” when we read, 
“Every word of God is pure”? Can we say from 
the heart, “The words of the Lord are pure, 
as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified 
seven times’? Do we know that the Word of 
God is “true from the beginning”? Then what 
we do not immediately understand will not move 
us from our sure foundations. 


We may, and should, try with all our might 
to comprehend, but what we cannot fathom 
must not be discarded as refuse. Why should 
we panic and jettison any of the precious cargo 
of Holy Writ or even give up the ship to the 
salvagers? If there are things that are obscure 
to us, the reflection is not upon the Word but 
upon our mental capacity. And hereafter, at 
any rate, we shall know even as we are known. 


Meanwhile let us keep trying, and perhaps if 
we continue reading and thinking we shall find 
out a few things that elude us at present. Much, 
indeed, of our trouble with Scripture comes 
from our unwillingness to dig into it and to put 
our thinking caps on. 


But the dupes of higher criticism give in too 
easily. They do not think that they shall ever 
understand, and so they conclude that what they 
cannot grasp cannot be true. And then the 
critics lend them a convenient trash box in the 
form of a hypothesis large enough to contain 
all their misconceptions and failures in penetra- 
tion, a handy receptacle for all their doubts 
and difficulties. 


Very much apropos is the warning of Alex- 
ander Pope: 


“A little learning is a dangerous thing. 


Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian 
spring! 


Their shallow draughts intoxicate the 
brain, 


And drinking largely sobers us again.” 


A humble deference to the authority of the 
Scriptures will immensely facilitate the solution 
of many of the problems that men find in the 
inspired text, and thorough study will then lead 
to conclusions radically different from those ar- 
rived at by the higher critics. 


Does one have doubts as to the Mosaic au- 
thorship of the Pentateuch? Why give way 
to the voluminous negations, fallacious dialectics 
and acrobatic speculations of the Wellhausens 
old and new? “Search the Scriptures.” Take 
into your hands an unabridged concordance and 
study the Pentateuch references under “book” 
and “write,” the post-Pentateuch allusions to 
Moses from Joshua to Malachi, and the New 
Testament notices of him from Matthew to 
Revelation. Accept the authority of the Word 
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and study it diligently, and you will find that 
you need not even doubt that Moses recorded 
his own death in the book of Deuteronomy. 
Why should it be thought a thing incredible 
that the God who raised Christ from the dead 
on Easter morning could not inspire a man to 
set down a record of his own demise? Why 
strain at a gnat and swallow a camel? 


If then the higher critics maintain that He- 
brew has obviously changed since the time of 
Moses, so that the Pentateuch cannot possibly 
be his own writing, or that the text shows dif- 
ferent hands, you will from your calm vantage 
point perceive that they have little enough to 
allege and nothing at all to damage what Wil- 
liam Ewart Gladstone called “the impregnable 
rock of Holy Scripture,” whatever they may 
maintain to the contrary. 


Is one inclined to think that after all the Bi- 
ble is merely a product of the evolution of hu- 
man thought, even if perhaps “under the su- 
perintendence of the Holy Spirit”? Be careful. 
Don’t take it for granted that the higher critics 
must know. “To the law and to the testimony. 
If they speak not according to this word it is 
because there is no light in them.” Bear in mind 
that such guesses as the editorial theories of the 
Pentateuch, the two-Isaiah theory and the Mark- 
hypothesis were invented by men who simply 
did not see how Scripture as we have it could 
be the product of verbal inspiration, or did not 
want to see this, and so they spun their theories 
to fit their preconceived ideas. Dig into the 
Word and study not merely 1 Cor. 2, 13, 2 Tim. 
3, 16; and 2 Pet. 1, 21, but every statement of 
the hundreds in the Bible that bear upon the 
subject, and if you are honest you will soon 
enough conclude that the words they wrote 
are the words which the holy writers “saw” and 
are “the words which the Lord commanded.” 
This faith, too, cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God. 


It is usually futile to dispute with those who 
place the word of men above the Word of God 
as to their postulates, as they will generally en- 
trench themselves in them so much the more 
tenaciously and endeavor to shore them up still 
further. Or, if one cuts down one theory, an- 
other will promptly replace it in the Hydra-head- 
ed scheme of Satan. 


And it is impossible to come to grips with 
such men in contentions as to details, for they 
start with certain presuppositions which a Chris- 
tian cannot accept, as, for instance, “Truth is 
a relative term,” or “The Holy Spirit is not 
concerned with details but rather with teaching 
basic spiritual and moral principles.” 


Finally, it is needless to contend by means 
of books, correspondence or word of mouth, 
with regard to their inferences and conclusions. 
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Their only hope is to study the Scriptures with- 
out prejudice if they are ever to find the right 
answers. One remembers what Dr. Johnson once 
said when told of a man who had “studied him- 
self into infidelity.” — “Then he must study 
himself out of it again.” 


When St. Paul admonishes us to shun profane 
and vain babblings (I Tim. 6, 20; II Tim. 2, 
16) he employs two different Greek words. The 
one (ektrepomai) means “turn away from”; 
the other (periistemi) signifies ‘go around so 
as to avoid.” Let us not be drawn out of the 
fortress of Holy Scripture into needless contro- 
versy with purveyors of what is palpably, or 
even perhaps only very subtly, sciolistic. If we 
believe the Bible to be divinely inspired, accept- 
ing it as the outcome of the verbal or plenary 
inspiration of God the Holy Ghost, who certain- 
ly would not inspire error or falsehood, all 
theories in contradiction of God’s truth in any 
particular will fall. The burden of proof still 
lies upon their protagonists and must stay there 
as long as God reigns in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth. 


Meanwhile if the agenda of the higher critics 
lead us like the noble Bereans to search the 
Scriptures to find out whether these things are 
so, that will be an excellent result, for we shall 
be better ministers as we better know and un- 
derstand the Book we believe and the doctrines 
we preach. 


All this is not to imply that there is nothing 
for us to do directly in these matters. We must 
not only hold fast the faithful Word as we 
have been taught. We must also earnestly con- 
tend for the faith that was once delivered to the 
saints. We must take action to eliminate the 
poisons of the higher criticism wherever they 
may be found. And that will involve the expul- 
sion of its proponents from their teaching posi- 
tions unless they will “obey the truth.” Else 
“their word will eat as a canker” and “increase 
unto more ungodliness.” 


The whole question really is this: Shall we 
say with the dying Saviour to our Father in 
heaven, “Thy Word is Truth,” or shall we sneer 
with Pilate, “What is Truth”? 


What we need is a simple faith that says, 
“Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 


Intellectual difficulties some of us may have 
from time to time, but let us not foist them up- 
on others. Let us study them out as far as we 
can and leave the rest to our good Lord who 
said, “Blessed are they which have not seen and 
yet have believed.” 


To every Christian minister the Holy Spirit 
says, “Keep that which is committed to thy 
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings and 
oppositions of science falsely so called, which 
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some professing have erred concerning the 
faith.” 


Tempted you may be, but “God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able, but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able 
to bear it.” He may remind you, for example, 
of the case of Deeks vs. Macmillan. 





Witnessing 
By Molly Jones Monroe 


Our Lord’s last earthly command was, “Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen.” 


Jesus’ promise, “Lo, I am with you alway” 
seems to be contingent on our going and teach- 
ing. We don’t have to go to the ends of the 
earth to witness for our Lord. 


The widespread evil on every hand today, 
even here in the United States, reminds us so 
much of life in the days of Noah recorded for 
us in the book of Genesis. It is most necessary 
that we as Christians awake from our com- 
placent lethargy and become true witnesses for 
our Lord while it is yet day before the night 
comes when there will be no more opportunities 
to witness for our Lord. Paul tells us in I Cor- 
inthians 15:58 “Therefore my beloved brethren, 
be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 


We will be held accountable if we fail to 
follow our Lord’s command to witness for Him, 
just as Jeremiah felt he would be held account- 
able if he did not give his message of doom to 
Judah, and just as Jonah was punished for not 
following God's instructions to witness to the 
Assyrians. 


We must remember we have been bought 
with the precious blood of the Lamb. Jesus 
Himself said in the 14th chapter of John “Be- 
cause I live, ye shall live also.” We are children 
of the King — joint heirs with Christ, and we 
must live this earthly life accordingly. 





SUNDAY MORN IN JUNE 


The air is filled with perfume 

On this lovely Sabbath Day, 

The birds have all been singing 

Since the first faint streaks of gray. 


Dew is sparkling on the grass, 
And all nature is in tune, 
Singing praise to our Saviour 
On this Sunday morn in June! 
—Molly Jones Monroe 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 14 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Elisha And Naaman 


Background Scripture: II Kings 5 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 33:8-22 


A great many incidents in the Old Testament illustrate some phase of God’s Plan of Salvation. 
The deliverance of Israel from the slavery of Egypt and the Passover, for instance will  illus- 
trate our deliverance from the bondage of sin and our Redemption through the blood of 
Christ, our Passover. The incident of Abraham and Isaac going up the mountain where Isaac 
was laid upon the altar is another. God spared Isaac, Abraham’s son, but He spared not His own 


Son but delivered Him up for us all. Today, 
we have this lesson on Elisha and Naaman 
which has been used, I am sure, for the basis 
of many evangelistic sermons for there are many 
similar points in this and the simple plan that 
God has for our salvation. I wish to comment 
on some of them as we look at this most familiar 
and interesting story in connection with Elisha 
who followed Elijah as a prophet. There are 
striking differences between these two prophets: 
one is like a thunder storm, the other like a 
gentle shower: one is stern and awe-inspiring, 
the other is kind and loving: one, Elijah, re- 
minds us always of John the Baptist, the other 
of Jesus Christ. 


Our lesson consists of two parts, very different 
parts. The first nineteen verses tell of the Cure 
of Naaman, and the last eight verses of the 
Curse upon Gehazi. 


I. The Cure of Naaman the Leper: 5:1-19 


I wish to call your attention to the many 
points of similarity between this storv and God's 
Plan for the salvation of sinners. 


1. Naaman, a captain of the host of the king 
of Syria, was a great man with his master, and 
honorable and mighty man of valor, but he was 
a leper. This spoiled his whole life. Suppose 
we say of a man, he is a great man, one who 
stands high in every way, but he has an incur- 
able cancer! Our pity goes out to such a man. 
We know he will get worse and worse and that 
his days on earth will be few. 


As God looks on the earth He sees many great 
and honorable men, men who stand high in 
public life, but all these men are sinners. All 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
All have a disease more terrible than leprosy or 
cancer. A man with leprosy or cancer, if he is 
a saved man, can die and go immediately to 
heaven, but a man with sin in his heart is lost 
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forever. Naaman was a great man, but he was 
a leper. The men of this world may be great 
but all are sinners. Here is one point at which 
we can start. All men need salvation, just as 
Naaman needed healing. 

2. Naaman wanted to be healed. I have no 
doubt about this, for leprosy was a foul and 
dreaded disease. I expect the thought of his dis- 
ease haunted him day and night. How he 
hated those white, incurable spots on his skin. 
He would have given all his wealth to be cured. 
He was not in love with his disease. 


We cannot say this about all sinners. Many 
of them love their sins, and as long as they do, 
there is no hope for them. But if they will re- 
pent, change their minds about sin, and hate 
these sins, then there is hope for them. This 
is the reason there is such emphasis placed on 
repentance in the Bible. John the Baptist, and 
Jesus, and Paul all preached that men should 
repent, change their minds about sin. When we 
begin to hate sin as men hate leprosy and can- 
cer then there is hope. If a man thinks he has 
cancer he is terribly disturbed about it. It dis- 
tresses him. Doctors will often try to keep peo- 
ple from knowing the truth for they think it 
will make them despondent. However, when 
it comes to sin, let us tell men the truth about 
sin and get them disturbed about it, for there 
is hope for the man who hates his sin and wants 
to get rid of it. If we can get sinners to ‘eel 
about sin like Naaman felt about his leprosy 
then there is hope for them. 


9 


$. The messenger of hope to Naaman was a 
little maid, a captive out of the land of Israel 
who knew about Elisha and his wonderful mir- 
acles. He would recover him of his leprosy. 
So this little maid told her mistress, Naaman’s 
wile, and she told Naaman and word came to 
the king and he sent a letter to the king of 
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a. 


Israel and a big present with the request that 
he heal Naaman of his leprosy. 


A little child shall lead them. Any and every 
Christian, even “little maids” can tell others 
about Christ, if they know about Him. Many 
a child has been the means of leading father or 
mother to know about Christ. 


The king’s letter was sent to the wrong per- 
son and the king of Israel was distressed when 
he read the letter and said, Am I God, to kill 
or to make alive, that this man doth send unto 
me to recover a man of his leprosy? When 
Elisha heard about it he sent to the king and 
told him to send Naaman to him. 


In the matter of salvation it is most important 
that we go to the right person to learn about 
how to be saved. Men of the world, even kings, 
are not often able to tell us the way of salva- 
tion. Then there are false prophets. There 
were plenty of these in Israel as we saw in last 
Sunday's lesson. It was not to one of these but 
to Elisha, a real prophet, that Naaman came. 
In this business of salvation we do not want 
to seek some “quack doctor’, but a true man 
of God. This is too serious a thing to risk 
our eternal salvation on the advice of some- 
one, like the king of Israel, who does not know 
himself, or on some false prophet. 


1. So Naaman came with his horses and with 
his chariot and stood at the door of the house 
of Elisha. Here he got the surprise of his life. 
Instead of coming out and standing and calling 
on the name of God and waving his hand over 
the places, Elisha sent a messenger unto him 
saying, Go wash in Jordan seven times, and 
thy flesh shall come again to thee and thou 
shalt be clean. But Naaman was angry and 
turned and went away in a rage. Are not Abana 
and Pharpar rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel? May I not wash in 
them and be clean? So he turned and went 
away in a rage. 


Naaman had to learn two lessons. First, he 
must learn the lesson of humility. He was evi- 
dently a proud man, proud of his station and 
rank, proud of his country. Elisha on purpose, 
I believe, did not even go out to meet him. 
Elisha was God’s prophet and he was represent- 
ing God. It was Naaman who had to humble 
himself before God or the prophet who spoke 
for God. Pride almost kept Naaman from be- 
ing healed and pride keeps men and women 
from being saved. Jesus said we must humble 
ourselves like a little child. 


Then, Naaman wanted to be healed in his 
way. He thought the prophet would in a spec- 
tacular way call on his God and wave his hands 
over the spots of leprosy. There are people 
who miss salvation because thev wish to be 
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saved in their way, not God’s way. The cross 
is a stumbling block or foolishness to them. 
But the way of the cross leads home. God’s 
way of salvation does not suit some people any 
better than God's way of healing suited Naa- 
man. 


His servants came and pleaded with him. 
If the prophet had told you to do some great 
thing would you not have done it. How much 
more when he simply says Go and wash and be 
clean. It speaks well for Naaman that he lis- 
tened to his servants. Sometimes servants have 
more sense than their masters. Then he went 
down and dipped seven times in Jordan and 
was clean. 


5. He comes back, filled with gratitude, con- 
fessing the True God of Israel and wants to 
give Elisha a generous present. He urged Elisha 
but the prophet refused. Then he asks for 
some earth to take back with him, for thy 
servant will henceforth offer neither burnt of- 
fering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto 
the Lord. 


Salvation is the free gift of God. Nothing in 
my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling. 
We cannot buy our salvation any more than 
Naaman could pay Elisha for his healing. 

We are somewhat disappointed by what he 
says in verse 18, when he asked to be pardoned 
for bowing in the house of Rimmon when he 
goes with his master there. Why did he not bear 
a clearer testimony for the Lord? Was he afraid 
of being persecuted? It looks a bit like coward- 
ice, but we cannot judge him. 


\re you a sinner? Then will you not repent 
of your sin and come humbly to the Lord in 
His way and find salvation? It is free to all 
who will come. Come, sinner, come! 


IH. The Curse Upon Gehazi: 20-27 


I do not have much space for treating this. 
Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, when he heard the 
prophet refuse to take a present from Naaman, 
decided that he would get something for him- 
self so he went after Naaman, making up a 
false tale and Naaman gives him a generous 
gift. Elisha knows what he did and pronounces 
the following curse upon him: The leprosy 
therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and 
unto thy seed forever. Covetousness is an aw- 
ful sin as Gehazi found out. And he went out 
from his presence a leper as white as snow. 





TEACHER with Chemistry, Biology, Science 
and Mathematics specialty desires work 
for this summer and next year. Has 
income and will work for part salary. 
Age 60 years. G. H. Ellis, Box 45, 
Waverly, Alabama. 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Episcopal Church 


Scripture: I Peter 2:1-10 

Suggested Hymns: 
“Holy, Holy, Holy!” 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 


“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The Episcopal Church has made an important 
contribution wherever English speaking people 
have been found. It has sought to be a church 
of synthesis . . . a combination of Catholicism 
and Protestantism. Some Episcopalians definite- 
ly think themeslves as Protestants, and others 
prefer to think of themselves as English-speak- 
ing Catholics. One of the prominent leaders 
in the modern Episcopal Church has said that 
the church is in a “profound sense both Catho- 
lic and Protestant”. There is within this church 
a wide variety of belief and practice, and this 
variety makes possible the inclusion of Catho- 
lic and Protestant elements in the same church. 


In this program we intend to examine the 
history, beliefs, and government of the Episco- 
pal Church. Through this study we shall see 
what Episcopalians have in common with Pres- 
byterians and wherein they differ. 


First Speaker: 

Henry VIII of England sought to have his 
marriage to Catherine of Aragon annulled by 
the Church of Rome in order that he might 
marry Anne Boleyn, a lady of his court. The 
request was refused, probably more on political 
grounds than for moral reasons. Henry broke 
with Rome, declared himself head of the Church 
of England under Christ, and was later 
sustained by Parliament in his declaration of 
supremacy. For all practical purposes he took 
the place of the Pope in the Church of Eng- 
land, but he did not seek to himself such “spirit- 
ual powers” as ordination, etc. Also, it should 
be noted that he had no sympathy for the 
Protestant movement but had always vigorously 
opposed “Lutheranism”. It was not his inten- 
tion that the Church of England should depart 
from the essentials of Catholicism. 


Episcopal scholars claim that Henry was not 
really the founder of the Church of England, 
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that the incidents which took place during his 
reign were merely occasions which brought to 
light that which had existed in fact for many 
years. It is their contention that except in name 
only the Church in England had long been in- 
dependent of Rome. 


The Church of England existed in America 
for more than 150 years prior to the American 
Revolution. During this time it was strictly 
under English rule, there being no American 
bishops. This fact did not increase its popularity 
with the patriots, although many of the leading 
patriots were members of it. After the war, 
the church found itself in an awkward position. 
It had no bishop of its own, and it could not 
ascribe allegiance to the English crown through 
an English bishop. In 1783 the clergy in Con- 
necticut elected Dr. Samuel Seabury as their 
prospective bishop. He went to England seek- 
ing consecration at the hands of English bishops, 
but was denied. The following year he was 
consecrated by bishops in Scotland. Three years 
later the Church of England and Parliament 
cleared the way for the consecration of two more 
American bishops. In 1789 at a convention in 
Philadelphia the Protestant Episcopal Church 
was established by the adoption of a constitution 
and a revision of the Book of Common Prayer. 
It thus became “the self-governing American 
branch of the Anglican communion”. 


At the time of the Civil War the Episcopalians 
showed more forbearance and forgiveness than 
many of the other denominations. Although 
there were strong feelings among Episcopalians 
on both sides, there was no move to excommuni- 
cate anyone because of his political affiliations 
and when the war was over, the church con- 
tinued its united witness. 


In 1873 a group of eight clergymen and lay- 
men headed by Bishop George D. Cummins of 
Kentucky withdrew from the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church to establish the Reformed Epis- 
copal Church. The government is quite similar 
to that of the parent church, but there are 
several doctrinal differences. This new church 
rejected the ideas that ministers are priests in 
any other sense than believers are priests, that 
the communion table is an altar, that the pres- 
ence of Christ in the Supper is a presence in the 
elements of bread and wine, and that regenera- 
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tion is inseparably connected with baptism. 
This new church has never grown very rapidly. 


The Protestant Episcopal Church has approxi- 
mately three million baptized members and 
more than eight thousand churches. It supports 
a number of schools, colleges, and seminaries. 
It carries on mission work among many groups 
in the homeland, and its overseas witness ex- 
tends to sixteen countries. 


Second Speaker: 

The official statement of belief of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church is the Nicene Creed. 
The Thirty-nine Articles of Religion of the 
Church of England (with some modifications) 
are accepted as a general statement of faith, 
but subscription to them is not required. Much 
latitude of belief and practice is countenanced 
within the church. 


Episcopalians, as their name implies, believe 
in episcopacy in the spiritual authority 
of their bishops which can be traced by a reg- 
ular succession through the Apostles to Christ. 
They have three orders of the ministry: bishops, 
priests, and deacons. 


The bishop is to be a “chief pastor of the 
church”, to confer Holy Orders (or consecrate) , 
and to administer confirmation. The conferring 
of Holy Orders is the ordination of ministers, 
and confirmation is the ordination of the laity. 


The priest of a parish is to minister to his 
flock, preach, to baptize, to celebrate Holy 
Communion, and to pronounce absolution and 
blessing in God’s name. He represents Christ 
in His church, and he also represents the priest- 
hood of the laity. 


The deacon assists the priest in the divine 
services and other ministrations. He is a min- 
ister in a true sense, but does not have the 
“higher” privileges of priests and bishops. 


The Episcopal Church recognizes baptism 
and that the presence of Christ is in the ele- 
ments of the supper. They also believe that the 
following rites have a “sacramental character”’: 
confirmation, penance, orders of the ministry, 
matrimony, and healing unction. It is believed 
that these are special means of grace, but they 
are not compulsory. A private confessional of 
the believer to a priest is provided but not re- 
quired. It is required that confession be made 
by the members of the congregation and that 
absolution be pronounced before communion 
can be received. 


The church has a prescribed liturgy (form 
of service from Sunday to Sunday), but some 
degree of liberty is allowed. Clergy in the Epis- 
copal church may marry or not, but members 
of the 11 orders of monks and the 15 orders of 
nuns are not permitted to marry. 
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Third Speaker: 

The government of the Episcopal church is 
more democratic than is commonly understood. 
In the local parish government is by the priest, 
(termed the rector) , assisted by a warden, vestry- 
men, and deaconesses. All of these, including 
the rector, are elected by the congregation. 


The diocese is made up of at least six parishes, 
and is presided over by the bishop. The bishop 
is elected by the diocesan convention, which 
is made up of clerical and lay representatives. 
In order to be elected, the bishop must receive 
a majority of the votes cast by both the clergy 
and the laity voting separately. Three other 
bishops must take part in his consecration to 
the office. His power is spiritual and not po- 
litical. 


Some areas are designated as missionary dis- 
tricts. They do not have the status of a diocese. 
All of the dioceses and missionary districts are 
grouped into eight provinces. The provinces 
are governed by synods which are composed of 
the bishops, and four clergy and four laymen 
from each constituent diocese or district. 


The general convention meets every three 
years. It is composed of a house of bishops 
and a house of deputies. The house of deputies 
is made up of equal members of clerical and 
lay representatives. Both houses must pass a 
measure before it becomes law. The recognized 
head of the church is the presiding bishop, who 
is elected by the convention and presides until 
he reaches the age of seventy. 


Since 1919, the church has had a national 
council which acts for the church between meet- 
ings of the general convention. The presiding 
bishop is president of the council. It is com- 
posed of thirty-two members, including bishops, 
priests, laymen, and laywomen. 


Program Leader: 

We have seen in the Episcopal Church a 
church with a rich history. The points where 
Presbyterians and Episcopalians are in disagree- 
ment today are much the same they have always 
been. We believe that all Christians are priests, 
and that the New Testament makes no provision 
for a special order of men to mediate the bless- 
ings of Christ to others. We do not believe that 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is in any 
way a sacrifice, that the communion table is an 
altar, or that Christ is present in the bread and 
wine. We do not believe that regeneration ac- 
companies baptism automatically. We do not 
believe that rites other than the sacraments have 
a “sacramental character”. We believe the Bi- 
ble places far more emphasis on the preaching 
and teaching of the Word than the Episcopal 
Church has traditionally recognized. “Faith 


cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word 
of God”. 
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Missionary News Briefs 


BRAZIL: 


The Rev. and Mrs. Frederic R. Dinkins of our 
North Brazil Mission are scheduled to leave the 
field in June to return to this country on regular 
furlough. They will make their home at Mission 
Haven, Decatur, Ga., during this furlough year. 


Mr. Dinkins is a native of Leaksville, Miss., and 
a member of Louisiana Presbytery. He is a grad- 
uate of Presbyterian College and Austin Theologi- 
cal Seminary. The Dinkins have been in Brazil 
since the summer of 1955. 


Mrs. Dinkins is the former Frances Gillis of Fay- 
etteville, N. C. She received her education at Mon- 
treat College, Flora Macdonald College and A.T.S. 
She is a member of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Abbeville, La. The Dinkins have three children. 


The Rev. and Mrs. John R. Hornick of the East 
Brazil Mission are scheduled to arrive in the United 
States in early July for regular furlough. They 
will also stay at Mission Haven this year. 


He is a native of Springfield, Ohio, and is a 
graduate of the University of Miami, Fla., and the 
Columbia Theological Seminary. He is a pilot for 
the mission plane in addition to his evangelistic 
work on the field. 


Mrs. Hornick is the former Nancy Slocum of 
Oklahoma City, Okla., who studied at Belhaven 
College, Austin College, and Assembly’s Training 
School. She is a member of the Central Presby- 
terian Church in Oklahoma City. The Hornicks 
have three children. 


CONGO: 


The Rev. and Mrs. Day Carper of Congo Mis- 
sion are due to leave the field in late June to 
return to this country for their regular furlough. 
They will stay at Furlough Home in Louisville, 
Ky., during this year at home. 


Mr. Carper is a native of Lewisburg, W. Va., 
and a graduate of Hampden-Sydney College and 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond. He has 
been doing evangelistic work in Congo since 1940. 


Mrs. Carper is the former Blanche Torrey Wiggs, 
a native of Elberton, Ga. She graduated from the 
Columbia Bible College and received her R.N. de- 
gree from the Swedish Covenant Hospital School 
of Nursing in Chicago. She is a member of the 
— Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga, 
enn. 


Arriving from Congo in late July for furlough 
in the States are the Rev. and Mrs. William H. 
Crane. They plan to stay at Mission Court in 
Richmond, Va., this furlough year. 


Mr. Crane was born in Congo, and studied at 
Central School for Missionaries’ Children, and 
graduated from Davidson College and after a term 
in the Army he visited more than 40 schools and 
colleges throughout the southeast under the Joint 
Committee on Student Work and the Candidate 
Department of the Executive Committee on For- 
eign Missions. He graduated from Union The- 
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ological Seminary in 1949, and was ordained by 
the Suwannee Presbytery. 


Mrs. Crane is the former Anne Boyd Cleveland, 
daughter of missionaries of our Church to Africa. 
She was educated at Central School and Austin 
College, and taught one year in the Tex-Mex In- 
stitute in Kingsville, Tex. The Cranes have four 
children. 


Mr. Maurice E. Marlette, Jr., who is just com- 
pleting a short term of three years as teacher of 
missionaries’ children at Central School is sched- 
uled to return here after the first of July. 


A native of Hayneville, Ala., he is a graduate 
of Davidson College, and did post graduate work 
at the University of South Carolina. He is a mem- 
ber of the Hayneville, Ala., Presbyterian Church. 


Upon arrival here the latter part of July for reg- 
ular furlough, the Rev. and Mrs. William F. Pruitt 
will go directly to Montreat, N. C. for the World 
Mission Conference. 


Mr. Pruitt was born in West, Texas. His degrees 
are from the University of Texas and Austin The- 
ological Seminary. He has also taken graduate 
work at the University of Colorado. He served as 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Durant, 
Okla., before going to the mission field, and was 
formerly assistant pastor of the First Church, 
Dallas, Tex. 


His wife is the former Virginia Gray of Union, 
W. Va., who holds degrees from Agnes Scott Col- 
lege and the University of Illinois. She is a mem- 
ber of the First Presbyterian Church in Durant, 
Okla. She had served for three years as a teacher 
of missionaries’ children, had taught for one year 
at Agnes Scott, and had been director of Christian 
Education at Highland Park Presbyterian Church, 
Dallas, Tex., before her marriage. The Pruitts 
have two teen-age sons. 


Also returning to the U. S. for regular furlough 
from our Congo Mission this summer are the Rev. 
and Mrs. Robert Reinhold. Upon arrival in mid- 
July, they will be going to Richmond, Va., where 
they will make Mission Court their furlough home. 


He studied at St. Petersburg Junior College, As- 
sembly’s Training School, and for two years was 
a Chaplain’s Assistant in the Army. He graduated 
from Richmond Professional Institute and Union 
Theological Seminary. He is a native of New York. 


He married the former Peggy Lou Thomas of 
Clearwater, Fla., a graduate of Florida State Col- 
lege for Women and of A.T.S. She is a member 
of the Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church in 
Clearwater. They have two sons and _ three 
daughters. 


Dr. Gladys Smithwick of Congo will arrive in 
New York in late July for her regular furlough. 
She will proceed to Montreat for the World Mis- 
sions Conference. 


She received her education at Oxford College, 
the Medical College of Virginia, where she re- 
ceived her M.D., and Tulane. She first went to 
Belgium in 1949 and since then has been serving in 
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the medical work of the mission in Congo. She is a 
native of Warren County, North Carolina. She 
was formerly a missionary to China before taking 
up her work in Africa. 

JAPAN: 

The Rev. and Mrs. James A. McAlpine of the 
Japan Mission are scheduled to arrive in the U.S. 
in late June for regular furlough. After July 1 
they will make their home at Mission Ranch in 
Austin, Tex. 

Mr. McAlpine is a third-generation missionary 
to Japan, and he is married to the daughter of 
Methodist missionaries to that country. She is the 
former Pauline Herron Smith. 

He is a graduate of Davidson College and West- 
ern Theological Seminary in Holland, Mich., and 
a member of Winston-Salem Presbytery. His wife 
is a graduate of the University of Kansas, and has 
done further study at the University of California 
and Western Seminary. Following her marriage in 
1934 she went to Japan as a member of Reynolda 
Presbyterian Church, Winston-Salem, N. C. 

During the war years they taught Japanese at 
the University of California, the University of 
Colorado, and at the Oklahoma A&M College. They 
have two daughters. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Lardner C. Moore will sail 
from Japan on June 6 according to present sche- 
dules, and will make their home in Mission Court, 
Richmond, during their regular furlough year. 

Mr. Moore, born in Japan, is a fourth generation 
missionary. He is a graduate of the University of 
California, and Columbia Theological Seminary. He 
has served four years in the U. S. Army. He is a 
member of Wilmington Presbytery. 

Mrs. Moore,, nee Mollie Anne Boney of Wallace, 
N. C., is a graduate of Flora Macdonald College 
and had been a teacher and Christian education 
worker before going to the mission field in 1954. 
The Moores have a son and a daughter. 


KOREA: 


Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Codington are expected to 
arrive in Wilmington, N. C., about July 3 to begin 





their regular furlough. They will make their home 
at Mission Haven in Decatur, Ga. 


Dr. Codington is a native of Wilmington, and a 
graduate of Davidson College. He received his 
M.D. from Cornell Medical School, and interned 
at Bellvue Hospital, New York. From July 1945 
to December 1946 he served with the U. S. Army 
Medical Corps. Following this he attended Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., for one 
year. 

He is married to the former Mary Littlepage 
Lancaster, daughter of missionaries to China. She 
is a graduate of Agnes Scott College and received 
her B.S. and R.N. degrees from Presbyterian Hos- 
pital in New York City. She studied Chinese at 
the Institute of Far Eastern Languages, Yale Uni- 
versity, and taught school in Edgefield, S. C. for 
two years. The Codingtons have five children. 


The Rev. and Mrs. R. K. Robinson are expected 
to leave Korea on furlough in time to reach Mon- 
treat, N. C., for the World Missions Conference. 
During furlough they will be living at Mission 
Court, Richmond. 


He is a graduate of Hampden-Sydney College and 
Union Seminary, and was a home missions worker 
for two years in Randolph County, W. Va., where 
he is a member of Greenbrier Presbytery. She is 
~~ former Elizabeth Eleanor Ruhmann of Waco, 

ex. 

Mrs. Robinson graduated from Texas State Col- 
lege for Women and from A.T.S. She is the mother 
of three children: Peter, Dorothy, and Robert Rob- 
inson. The Robinsons have been in evangelistic 
work in Mokpo. 


TAIWAN: 


The Rev. and Mrs. Robert L. Montgomery of 
our Taiwan Mission announce the birth of a son, 
Robert Lancaster, Jr., born April 20 in Taiwan. 
They have one other child, Rebecca Rose. 

Mr. Lanecaster’s parents were missionaries to 
China, and his wife, the former Pauline Harrop, 
is the daughter of a minister. Mr. Lancaster is a 














74 finger pointing to God... 


Every campus needs one, but Stillman has a special 
need. Many of our students have never worshipped 
God in a beautiful sanctuary. Many have never seen 
a graded Sunday School in operation. Think what 
this new church can mean to generations of Negro 


WE HAVE BEGUN TO BUILD! 


Send gifts to: 


WE NEED $50,000 TO FINISH. 





HERE IS SOMETHING CONSTRUCTIVE YOU CAN DO NOW! 


Stillman College, P. O. Box 483, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Marked 
“New Church”. 








PAGE 17 








QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 





“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mogr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mor.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mogr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 

Elmo Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 
Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 





PAGE 18 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 















































graduate of Southwestern at Memphis, Columbia 
Theological Seminary, and holds a Master’s degree 
from Princeton Seminary. She is a graduate of 
Salem College and A.T.S. 





TENNESSEE 
May Meeting of Board of World Missions 


Nashville—(PN)— The appointment of nine 
new missionaries, largest group in many months, 
marked the annual May meeting of the Board of 
World Missions, Presbyterian Church, U 


Meeting here in its headquarters, the Board 
named five of the nine to work in Korea, two in 
North Brazil, and one each in Mexico and East 
Brazil. 


Going to the East Brazil Mission late this sum- 
mer will be the Rev. Jack Edward Maxwell, as- 
sistant pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Gainesville, Fla. The son of missionaries to Bra- 
zil, Mr. Maxwell holds degrees from Maryville Col- 
lege and Columbia Theological Seminary. He will 
go as an evangelistic missionary. 


Appointed for service in North Brazil are the 
Rev. and Mrs. Stanley Lee Bennett of Montreat, 
N. C., where Mr. Bennett is pastor of the Montreat 
Presbyterian Church. They will go out as evan- 
gelistic missionaries, and Mr. Bennett will be given 
the added assignment of being a missionary pilot. 
He was trained as a flier during World War II. 
He also holds degrees from Erskine College and 
Erskine Seminary. Mrs. Bennett, the former Jo 
Ella Dunaway of Princeton, W. Va., is a graduate 
of Montreat College. The Bennetts have two sons. 


Mr. Paul L. Grier, Jr., of Charlotte, N. C., and 
Tyler, Tex., was appointed to Mexico for a three- 
year term as an educational missionary. He is a 
language specialist, working at the University of 
Texas on his Ph.D., in Spanish, while teaching at 
Tyler Junior College. He holds degrees from 
Erskine College and Emory University. 


The appointees to service in Korea include Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Groschelle of Jackson, Tenn., Miss 
Sylvia Haley of Milledgeville, Ga., and Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph P. Cameron of Charleston, S. C. 


The Groschelles will be going to Korea on a 
three-year assignment as teachers of missionaries’ 
children. He is an urban planner with the Ten- 
nessee State Planning Commission, and holds de- 
grees from Western Kentucky State College and 
the University of Nebraska. Mrs. Groschelle, the 
former Ann Craig of Clinton and Somerset, Ky., 
holds a B.S. degree from the University of Ken- 
tucky, and has taught in public schools in Cali- 
fornia and Tennessee. The couple have one baby 
daughter, and are members of the Johnson Me- 
morial Church, Jackson. 


Miss Sylvia Haley was appointed to medical mis- 
sionary work. She is a registered nurse, trained 
in the University of Virginia School of Nursing, 
and holds a B.S. degree from Montreat College. 
She is presently head nurse for the hospital at 
Georgia State College for Women and a member 
of the First Church in Milledgeville. 


Educational missionary work is the assignment 
given Mr. and Mrs. Cameron. They are at present 
taking a year of work at Columbia Seminary in 
preparation for missionary service. Mr. Cameron, 
with degrees from the Citadel and the University 
of Georgia in math and physics, was assistant pro- 
fessor of math at the Citadel for ten years before 
beginning preparation for missionary work. Mrs. 
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Cameron, the former Helen Clarke O’Brien of 
Charleston, studied at the College of Charleston. 
They are both members of Second Church, Charles- 
ton, and have four children, a son and three daugh- 
ters. 


A tenth appointment was made, but was not a 
first-time appointment. Mr. Maurice E. Marlette, 
Jr., of Haynesville, Ala., who has just completed 
a three-year term as teacher of missionaries’ chil- 
dren in the Belgian Congo, was appointed to a new 
three-year term at the same work. He has been 
working in Central School in Lubondai, and will 
be in this country from July, 1959 until July 1960, 
on furlough. He is a Davidson College graduate, 
and a member of the Haynesville Church. 





The Peoples Church Mission Offering 
This Year Is $313,000.00 


An offering for Missions of $313,000.00 was 
announced by Dr. Oswald J. Smith, Founder of The 
Peoples Church, Toronto, on the closing night of 
the Annual Missionary Convention, May 10th, 1959. 
The great auditorium was not only packed to ca- 
pacity but many were compelled to stand around 
the walls and in the vestibule. There were more 
then 2,000 present. 


The combined Choirs of the Peoples Church, 
filling the Choir Loft and also the steps on either 
side of the gallery, along with the Band, sang the 
Hallelujah Chorus when the Thermometer was 
broken and the goal reached. 


This was the largest offering for Missions ever 
given in the thirty years history of The Peoples 
Church. Dr. Smith had charge throughout. The 
) ae lasted for four weeks and five Sun- 
ays. 


The Sunday School — consisting of only 400 — 
gave $48,000.00; The Elders contributed $46,- 
000.00; The Choir $12,000.00; The Christian Busi- 
ness Girls’ Club ....6,000.00; the Women’s Prayer 
Meeting $4,000.00 and the Band $1500.00. 





American Leprosy Mission 


New York, N. Y.,— The appointment of Dr. 
Oliver William Hasselblad of Kirksville, Mo., as 
president of American Leprosy Mission, Inc., was 
announced here by Dr. Emory Ross, chairman of 
the Board of Directors. 
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Dr. Hasselblad succeeds Dr. Edward D. Grant 
of Baton Rouge, La., who has been acting president 
since the retirement last June of the Rev. Harold 
H. Henderson. 


A former medical missionary in India, Dr. Hassel- 
blad will be the sixth president of the 53-year-old 
Protestant leprosy relief organization. He will be 
formally inaugurated at a dinner-meeting of the 
Board of Directors at the National Arts Club in 
New York on May 25, and will take over his new 
post on June first. 





Dr. Robert R. King 


Dr. Robert King was called to his eternal Home 
in the early morning of April 30, 1959, following 
a severe heart attack several weeks earlier. Dr. 
King was seventy-four years old and active as 
the Director of Public Health of Wilkes County. 
Funeral Services were conducted in the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Boone, N. C., by the pastor, J. 
K. Parker, Jr., assisted by two of Dr. King’s as- 
sociates on the Mission Field in the Congo, Rev. 
W. F. McElroy and Rev. C. R. Stegall. His body 
was laid to rest in the Mount Lawn Cemetery of 
Boone, N. C 


The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Boone unanimously requested the pastor and clerk 
to draw up a resolution of appreciation in memory 
of Dr. King. copies to be sent to the family and 
to the church papers. 


The Presbyterian Church in Boone owes a great 
debt of gratitude to Dr. King, who was not only 
a charter member of this church and an elder 
for the entire life of the church up until the time 
of his death, with the exception of a short period 
when he was living in Murphy, N. C., but Dr. 
King also was one of the main forces behind the 
organization of a Presbyterian Church in Boone. 
It was largely through his faith and perseverance 
that this church came into being and by his faith 
and wisdom and knowledge of Presbyterianism that 
church was guided for almost twenty years. 


However, Dr. King’s part in the organization 
and guiding of the Presbyterian Church in Boone 
was only an interval in his life of service to the 
Presbyterian Church through it to Christ Him- 
self. Dr. King went to the Congo in 1915 and 
served for twenty years. He returned in 1944 
and served through 1948, and again in 1950 
through 1954; making a total of thirty-five years 
of service as a Medical Missionary for the relief 
of human suffering in the Belgian Congo and as 
a witness to the love and power of Christ. 


There were other intervals of service in this 
great man’s life. It was Dr. King who opened 
the Public Health Service in the mountain district 
of Watauga, Avery and Ashe counties, where he 
served as Director of Public Health. He also 
served a period as Director in the counties of 
Cherokee, Clay and Graham. At the time of his 
death he was serving Wilkes County in this ca- 
pacity. 


Dr. King is survived by his wife, Elizabeth M. 
King, who served part of the years with him in 
the Congo; three sons: Dr. Robert R. King, Jr. of 
San Juan, Puerto Rico; Albert King of Chapel 
Hill, N. C.; John T. King of Wadesboro, N. C.; 
and two daughters: Mrs. Eva Cobb of Boone, N. 
C., and Mrs. E. R. Eberle of Waterford, Conn.; 
a grandchildren and two great grandchil- 

ren. 


Dr. King was loved and admired by all who knew 
him because of his marvelous Christian spirit and 
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a heart large enough to look upon all peoples the 
world over as his neighbors. He was a Christian 
gentleman in every sense of the word, a tireless 
servant of Christ, and a friend to all mankind. 
The Presbyterian Church as a whole and espe- 
cially the church in Boone has lost in him a great 
man and a great Christian. Our sympathy and 
prayers are extended to all his family, and espe- 
cially to his faithful and loving wife, Elizabeth, 
whose presence by his side brought him inspira- 
tion and happiness. 

J. K. Parker, Jr., pastor 

W. H. Keplar, Clerk 





FLORIDA 


Pensacola Theological Institute announces that 
the preacher for the public worship services this 
August will be the Rev. Henry Bast, D.D., popular 
radio minister of ‘Temple Time’, broadcast of the 
Reformed Church in America, and Professor of 
Homiletics at Western Theological Seminary in 
Holland, Michigan. Dr. Bast joins the faculty al- 
ready to include: Dr. Cary F. H. Henry, Editor 
of Christianity Today; Prof. John Murray, Profes- 
sor of Systematic Theology at Westminster The- 
ological Seminary; and Dr. G. Aiken Taylor, Min- 
ister of First Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, 
Louisiana. 


After a number of years of pastorate, Dr. Bast 
became College Pastor and Professor of Bible 
at Hope College, serving from 1939 to 1944. Then 
for twelve years he was the distinguished pastor 
of Bethany Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. 
Since 1952 his radio ministry has been heard across 
America and has been carried on 25 foreign sta- 
tions in five languages. He is a forceful preacher 
who may be expected to add much to the popular 
appeal of the institute to laymen as well as min- 
isters and students. 


The institute will hold its third session August 
30 to September 6, using the air-conditioned fa- 
cilities of McIlwain Memorial Presbyterian Church 
in Pensacola, Florida. Detailed bulletin is now 
available by addressing the Rev. Donald C. Gra- 
ham, 1214 E. Blount Street, Pensacola, Florida. 





GEORGIA 


Columbia Theological Seminary has recently re- 
ceived a gift of $25,000.00 from the Bailey Founda- 
tion of Clinton, S. C. for the endowment of a 
scholarship which will bear the name of the late 
Rev. George Henry Cornelson, D. D. The amount 
contributed by the Foundation is to be invested 
and the income used for scholarships, with pref- 
erence in the award of these being given to suc- 
cessive students who will lend their efforts to the 
needs of industrial communities. 


A native of Orangeburg, S. C., Dr. Cornelson 
graduated from Davidson College in 1892 and from 
Columbia Theological Seminary in 1895. The D.D. 
Degree was conferred upon him by Davidson Col- 
lege in 1906. After graduate work at McCormick 
Theological Seminary and at the Free Church Col- 
lege of Edinburgh he was ordained by Ouchita 
Presbytery in 1906. During his useful career in 
the ministry he served successively as pastor of 
the Malvern, Ark. and Aiken, S. C. Presbyterian 
Churches; the First Presbyterian Church of Con- 
cord, N. J.; the Moore Memorial (Now Westmin- 
ster) Presbyterian Church of Nashville, Tenn.; and 
the First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans, La. 
He was a resident of New Orleans at the time of 
his death on March 5, 1928. 
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in announcing this gift President J. McDowell 
Richards expressed the gratification of Columbia 
Seminary that the memory of one of the most 
distinguished sons of the institution is thus to be 
perpetuated in connection with its work, and that 
provision has been made for the enlarging of our 
Church’s ministry to industrial communities. 





LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—Rev. J. S. Land, D.D., Pastor of 
St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church has been 
called to the associate pastorship of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Houston, Texas. His main re- 
sponsibility will be in the area of pastoral calling 
and counseling. 





Rev. Harold Borchet has advised us of his change 
of address from 385 Fukui Cho, Kochi City, Japan 
to 6 Kokonoe Cho, 1 Chome, GIFU CITY JAPAN. 
This change is to become effective on June 15th. 
The Borcherts will occupy the home of Rev. and 
Mrs. James A. McAlpine while they are in America 
on furlough. 


Dr. H. Howard Thompson has accepted the call 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, North 
Carolina, to become Associate Minister of the 
church. He will enter upon this new work June 
the first. His address will be First Presbyterian 
church, 112 Salisbury Street, Raleigh, North Caro- 
lina. Since October 1956 Dr. Thompson has been 
serving as Director of Evangelism for the Synod 
of North Carolina. 





MISSISSIPPI 
Belhaven College 


Jackson—Owen Cooper, executive vice-president 
of the Mississippi Chemical Corporation, is the 
speaker scheduled for the Belhaven College com- 
mencement on June 1, at which 32 seniors will 
graduate. 


The Rev. Peter H. Eldersveld, minister and di- 
rector of the “Back to God Hour” will preach the 
baccalaureate sermon at the morning services on 
May 31 at Central Presbyterian Church. Speaker 
for the evening vesper service at the First Presby- 
terian Church will be the Rev. J. W. Lipscomb, 
pastor of the Ruston, Louisiana, Presbyterian 
Church. 


Prominent Mississippi industralist Owen Cooper, 
the commencement speaker, is chairman of the 
board of directors of the First Mississippi Corp. 
He also is chairman of the Mississippi Commission 
on Hospital Care and is a former president of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention and of the Mis- 
sissippi State College Alumni Association. 


Baccalaureate preacher Eldersveld was appointed 
minister of the “Back to God Hour,” which was the 
radio and television voice of the Christian Re- 
formed Church, in 1946. He has served since that 
time as its director and speaker. He was ordained 
to the ministry in 1938 and served two pastorates. 


Lipscomb formerly was on the staff at Belhaven 
College as assistant to the president. He was a 
chaplain in the Navy for five years and before 
that was pastor of the Grace Presbyterian Church 
in Barrington, N. J. 


Twenty-nine seniors are candidates for the 
bachelor of arts degree: Betty Bergland of Alex- 
andria, Ala.; Joline Sledge of Yazoo City, Miss.; 
Linda Jane Davis of Talladega, Ala.; Charlotte 
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Donald of Vossburg, Miss.; Joseph Echols of Little- 
ton, N. C.; Annelle Fox of Philadelphia, Miss.; 
Donald Gahagen of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; Roger 
Gullion of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; Sarah Jane Givens 
| ,, ne Miss.; Edwin Graham of Charlotte, 


Also Carol Hague of Murfreesboro, Tenn.; Don- 
ald Hall of Bruin, Pa.; Sylvia Howell of Forest, 
Miss.; Martha Jo Kelly of Tupelo, Miss.; Ann Lane 
of Jackson, Miss.; Bertha Littleton of Hattiesburg, 
Miss.; Rosemary Love of Ackerman, Miss.; Louise 
Lowry of Forest, Miss.; Christine Miller of Jack- 
son, Miss.; Betty Mae Mills of Jackson, Miss.; Wil- 
liam Mosal of Canton, Miss.; Ann Partridge of 
Boligee, Ala.; Mary Lou Patton of Miami, Fla.; 
Palmer Robertson of Jackson, Miss.; Will Rodgers, 
Jr., of Jackson, Miss.; Glinda Smith of Forest, 
Miss.; Irene Vallas of Jackson, Miss.; and Joan 
Wells of Tallahassee, Fla. 


Bachelor of music degrees will be conferred on 
William Avera of Yazoo City, Miss.; and Joan 
Mendum of Forest, Miss. Charles Echols of Little- 
ton, N. C., will receive both the bachelor of arts 
and bachelor of music degrees. Robert Ryan of 
Jackson, Miss., a candidate for the bachelor of 
arts degree will complete his academic work in 
summer school. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte — Queens College through its Board 
of Trustees has accepted a challenge gift of $360,- 
000 from manufacturer-philanthropist Charles A. 
Dana of New York City. The college is to raise 
a like amount by March 1, 1960. 


The funds will be used to construct a new class- 
room building to be ready for use in the 1960-61 
session, the remodeling and equipping of Atkinson 
Science Building, and the renovation of Burwell 
Hall, the administration building. One fourth of 
the total sum of $720,000 will be added to the en- 
dowment of the college. 


The trustees also announced through the college 
president, Dr. Edwin R. Walker, that the new li- 
brary will be begun in July of this year. It will 
be named the Everett Library in honor of Mr. 
and Mrs. H. H. Everett. Mr. Everett is chairman 
of the Board of Trustees and a former acting presi- 
dent of the college. The library will house 100, 
000 volumes and accummodate 250 readers. 


Stuart D. Currie, professor of Bible and religion, 
was the winner of the first Distinguished Teaching 
Award of $2000 to be presented by the board. The 
award is to be used for travel or study and wili 
be made annually. Mr. Currie, a graduate of 
Austin Theological Seminary, is cvrvrency doing 
doctoral study at Emory University as well as 
continuing his teaching duties at Queens. He joined 
the college facutly in 1956. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Presbyterian College 


Clinton—Bob Waters of Sylvania, Ga., is the 
new president of the Presbyterian College student 
body. 


He was chosen in a recent campus-wide election 
to succeed Paul Arrington of Charlotte as head of 
the student government. Waters is a rising senior 
and star quarterback of the PC football team. 


Tom Wise of Thomasville, Ga., was named vice- 
president of the student body in receiving the 
second highest number of votes fer senior council- 





PAGE 21 





men. And Joe Hardin of Greenwood became the 
third senior representative on PC’s student council. 


Billy Betchman of Summerton received the larg- 
est number of votes among the junior representa- 
tives to become the new secretary-treasurer of the 
Presbyterian College student council. Serving with 
him from the junior class will be Frank Forbes of 
Decatur, Ga., and Ron Boston of Darlington. 


The newly elected sophomore class representa- 
tives are Bob Stevens of Orangeburg and Jimmy 
Thompson of Manning. 


All of these councilmen have been elected to 
serve for the coming year. Freshman representa- 
tives will be named next fall after the new class 
arrives. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Greenwood—(PN)— Robert Foster McCaslan, 
clerk of session of the First Presbyterian Church 
here for the last 15 years, has been honored by the 
session for “Noble Service to his Church.” 


“Mr. Foster,” as he is known to his many friends, 
has been a member of the church for more than 
60 years. 


A certificate, presented to McCaslan at the brief 
ceremony, reads: 


“First Presbyterian Church, Greenwood, S. C., 
To all to whom these letters shall come, Greetings: 
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Greenwood, South Carolina by virtue of the au- 
thority vested in it by the Presbyterian Church 
of the United States, does hereby award Robert 
McCaslan a Certificate of Award for Noble Service 
to his church; having been a member for more than 
three score years, served as superintendent, secre- 
tary and treasurer of the Sunday School, deacon, 
elder of session, and frequently chosen as a dele- 
gate to the South Carolina Presbytery and Synod. 
Outstanding as his official services have been to 
his church, he will probably be longer remembered 
for his kindness, helpfulness and the manifestation 
of his true Christian spirit which qualities of the 
human heart wi!] sing on always in the lives of 
ae who know him, understand him, and love 

im. 

“Given at Greenwood in the State of South 
Carolina this 5th day of April in the year of our 
Loid, 1959.” 


The certificate was signed by the 23 members 
of the Session and Dr. R. L. Alexander, moderator 
and pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. Dr. 
B. M. Grier, chairman of the Committee which 
prepared the award, made the presentation to Mc- 
Caslan. 


The certificate was dated to mark “Mr. Foster’s” 
15th year as Clerk. McCaslan is now clerk of ses- 
sion, though he resigned in April. He will relin- 
quish his job when a successor is chosen. 


McCaslan was born in Ninety Six on December 
29, 1882, the son of Robert Foster McCaslan and 
Rosa Vinson Walker McCaslan. He attended the 
public schools of Ninety Six and Greenwood. His 
family moved to Greenwood in 1897. 


McCaslan is married to the former Frances Aiken 
of Greenwood. He has two sisters, Mrs. William 
T. Bailey and Miss Ann Adelle McCaslan, and one 
brother, Gus W. McCaslan, all of Greenwood. 


“Mr. Foster” traveled for Murray Drug Company 
of Columbia for many years, and later for 14 years 
with Montag Stationery Company of Atlanta. In 
1922, he became partner with his brother in Mc- 
Caslan’s Book Store, though he continued to travel. 
He entered the book store permanetly in 1930, 
and has been there ever since. 
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VIRGINIA 


Lexington Presbytery at its meeting in Mossy 
Creek Church, May 19, 1959 approved the writing 
of the history of the Presbytery, and secured the 
Rev. Howard M. Wilson, Th.D., author of “The 
Tinkling Spring’ to compile the materials and ar- 
range them for future publication. Dr. Wilson 
has proved his ability as a historian in the publica- 
tion of “The Tinkling Spring: Headwaters of 
Freedom” in 1954, which was proclaimed by fifty- 
three newspapers and magazines in the country 
as a masterpiece in the field of research, in which 
Dr. Wilson writes as a scholar and presents the 
facts in a gracious style. 


Dr. Wilson is now in search of many types of 
material beyond the official minutes of Lexing- 
ton Presbytery and its constituent churches. Among 
the many items that will become valuable in the 
completion of this project will be: 


Family letters, particularly those mentioning the 
church and its work and ministers; records of early 
settlements of frontiers and communities; family 
histories; old newspaper articles and notices about 
Presbyterian Churches in the area; historical ar- 
ticles concerned with the Shenandoah Valley; and 
old church papers and magazines. 


Dr. B. C. Patterson, pioneer Presbyterian Mis- 
sionary to China, tells of being at home on fur- 
lough, and the family was cleaning out behind 
an old corner cupboard, and throwing the old pa- 
pers in a heap to be burned, when they stumbled 
on an old book, which proved to be the earliest 
records of the Tinkling Spring Church. You 
should examine all papers carefully before destroy- 
ing them. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States is setting aside 1961 as the 
Centennial Year, with special emphasis on presby- 
tery and local church histories. The Centennial 
Committee of the Assembly, recognizing the rich 
historical background of Lexington Presbytery, has 
requested that the Presbytery launch a campaign 
for the gathering and compiling of these facts in a 
permanent form. Consequently, Lexington Presby- 
tery has asked the Rev. Howard M. Wilson to as- 
sume the responsibility during the next five years, 
of gathering the materials from all sources, and 
to arrange these materials so that it may be pub- 
lished if the Presbytery so directs. All materials 
become the property of Lexington Presbytery. Dr. 
Wilson says that he must depend on information 
that may be lying, dust covered in many of our 
homes and churches to form important links in 
the completion of the project. 


Donegal Presbytery was operating in the “back 
parts” of Virginia in 1736. The Rev. James Ander- 
son was preaching at the “Triple Forks of the 
Sherando” which later became Tinkling Spring, 
1741 on the South Fork; Augusta Stone, 1741 of 
the Middle Fork, and Cook’s Creek 1742 on the 
North Fork. 


Presbyterianism was then functioning under the 
Synod of Philadelphia. The new emphasis on evan- 
gelism in 1741 resulted in the forming of the Synod 
of New York, calling themselves the “New Side” 
Presbyterians. This new group also sent mission- 
aries to the Valley, and formed a series of churches 
around the 1748 date. The tension in Presby- 
terianism in the Valley was healed when the two 
Synods decided to unite in 1758, and the union 
was consummated in 1761, and the new Presbytery 
of Hanover was formed covering a large section of 
the south including Lexington Presbytery’s present 
territory. 
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Lexington Presbytery was organized in 1786 at 
Timber Ridge, and the Synod of Virginia was or- 
ganized at New Providence in 1788. Both of these 
churches are now in Lexington Presbytery, and 
are among our most important country churches. 


Presbyterians everywhere are urged to be on 
the alert for any sort of historical data, that will 
aid in the compiling of the history. Persons having 
papers or materials that they feel may be of some 
value, are asked to contact the Rev. Howard M. 
Wilson, Mt. Solon, Virginia. Dr. Wilson states 
that this is a project of Lexington Presbytery, 
and included every Presbyterian that now is, or has 
ever been in the presbytery. 
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SOLDIERS OF THE WORD. John M. Gibson. 
Philosophical Library. $3.75. 


This volume is a story of the American Bible 
Society. The author shows the close link with this 
society in the history of America. Leaders of the 
nation have also been leaders of this Society. Its 
Scriptures, of which some half billion have been 
distributed in all, have been given to servicemen 
and women in every major war anywhere in the 
world since its founding in 1816. It is a story 
not only of the birth and growth of the great 
organization but it is a story of dedicated men’s 
struggle against bigotry and other evil things and 
of their triumph even in death. 





THE CHURCH IN THY HOUSE. Hol'lis and 
Elizabeth Pistole. Warner Press. $3.00. 


The title indicates the scope of this book. It 
shows that the church and the home must work 
together. The first meetings of the early Chris- 
tian church were held in homes since thev did not 
begin to erect their own church buildings until 
a later time. The six chapters in this book deal 
with important subjects and stress how home and 
church interlock in a common task. 





SO YOU WORK WITH SENIOR HIGH YOUTH. 
Kenneth F. Hall. Warner Press. $1.00. 


The author points out that the young people’s 
needs are great and the church has much to offer 
them. The responsibility of teaching is tremendous 
and the author shows what it requires and how to 
meet the requirements, especially in dealing with 
young people. This book will help the reader to 
build and work through the warm fellowship that 
develops in a class when teacher understands stu- 
dent and when Jesus Christ is allowed to minister. 





SO YOU WORK WITH JUNIORS. Arlene S. 
Hall. Warner Press. $1.00. 


Juniors are 9, 10, and 11 years old. They are in 
the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades at school. In a small 
church these Juniors are together in a class. In 
larger churches there may be a class of each of 
these three grades. A teacher’s first task is to 
get acquainted with each Junior as an individual 
to find out ways in which he needs to grow and 
avenues through which that growth is most likely 
to come. This is a practical volume for anyone 
working with Junior age children. 
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EXPOSITORY SERMON OUTLINES. Faris D. 
Whitesell. Fleming H. Revell. $1.00. 


In this book are 5 groups of expository outlines. 
Each of these outlines is .omprehensive with more 
than enough suggestions for a full sermon. There 
is a complete Scripture index. The subject in- 
dex includes such interesting and helpful topics 
as Christian Certainties, The Greatest Comfort 
Chapter, The Greatest Victory Chapter, and the 
Plenitude of Pentecost. 





SERMON OUTLINES FROM GREAT PREACH- 
et Andrew W. McDermott. Fleming H. Revell. 
1.00. 


Here is the framework of some of the greatest 
sermons ever preached by a calaxy of master 
preachers: Moody, Jowett, Talmadge, Torrey, 
Chapman, Hodge, Spurgeon and others. The themes 
are the eternal Bible truths such as the grace of 
God, the way of redemption and the authority of 
Scripture. 





EVANGELISTIC SERMON OUTLINES. An- 
drew W. McDermott. Revell. $1.00. 


Here are a hundred varieties of sermon outlines 
from every part of the Bible yet all offering the 
message of the gospel. Ministers will find these 
outlines particularly helpful for their Sunday night 
services or special evangelistic emphasis. All Chris- 
tians will find here useful material for their per- 
sonal evangelistic work. 





SERMON OUTLINES ON GREAT _BIBLE 
TEXTS. David W. Kerr. Fleming H. Revell. $1.00. 


These outlines are for the most part original al- 
though there has been consultation with great com- 
mentators of the past and the present. There is a 
fine series here on the Ten Commandments and 
they are based largely upon the Shorter Catechism 
of the Westminster Assembly. 





PASTORAL PROBLEMS. W. B. Riley. Flem- 
ing H. Revell. $1.50. 


Out of his 50 years experience as a pastor and 
teacher of homiletics Dr. Riley prepared this hand- 
book on every question pertaining to the work of 
the Christian ministry. He deals with such sub- 
jects as Appointments, Preaching, A:iministering 
the Ordinances, Performing a Wedding Service, 
Conducting a Funeral, Untangling Church Quarrels, 
Visiting, Church Music, Finance, Church Organi- 
zations, and Transacting Church Business. The 
book is Biblical and practical. 





MAN’S FIRST LOVE. Ralph W. Sockman. 
Doubleday. $2.95. 


“Man’s First Love” deals with the first and 
great commandment. Dr. Sockman says that man’s 
first love which makes possible all the loves is 
not mother love nor early romance but love of 
God experienced in one’s whole being. The author 
brings home the vital necessity of learning to love. 
He has written this book for those who are thought- 
ful enough to desire deeper reality in their love 
of God and richer content in their other loves. 


Dr. Sockman writes with facility of expression 
and many times with helpful suggestions. He does 
not always write, however, with theological pre- 
cision. For instance, on page 39 he states, “And 
Christianity should recognize that God has not 
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limited His revelation to Judaeo-Christian chan- 
nels.” This may be true in a sense as we recognize 
the fact of general revelation, but apparently he 
refers to special revelation and therefore his state- 
ment cannot be validated. 


The main value of this book is that the author 
insists upon the fact that man’s love for God is 
possible only through God’s love for man. We 
can keep His commandment only as we feel His 
compassion. “We love because He first loved us.” 





ORGANIZING AND DIRECTING CHILDREN’S 
CHOIRS. Madeline B. Ingram. Abingdon. $2.50. 


Here are practical helps for handling primary, 
junior and junior high groups. Every choir direc- 
tor from the professional to the amateur has ex- 
perienced a sinking feeling as he faced a children’s 
choir program for the first time. To provide a 
simple guide for the director, Mrs. Ingram has 
outlined a complete program for promoting the 
idea of the children’s choir in the church to the 
choir’s actual participation in the worship service. 
She discusses what to teach at what age, what mu- 
sic to use, how to keep the attention of the group, 
and many other problems. The advice given here 
will assist the choir director to organize and direct 
a successful children’s choir. 





THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. Gleason L. 
Archer, Jr. Baker Book House. $1.50. 


This manual is largely an expanded outline in- 
tended to set forth by systematic analysis the 
orderly progression of thought in Paul’s argument. 
The author makes clear the logical relationship 
which each part bears to the whole. Succinct illu- 
strations or analogies are presented in order to fa- 
cilitate the exposition of Paul’s teaching message. 
At all times the author seeks to inspire the reader 
to independent thought and meditation and to 
allow Paul himself to make his own impact upon 
the reader. 


There are four chapters in this volume. The 
first presents an outline of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans, the second is an introduction discussing the 
first 17 verses of the first chapter. The third 
deals with the doctrinal section, 1:18-11:36 and 
the closing chapter is concerned with the practical 
section, chapters 12-16. 


This book is well adapted for group study. Pas- 
tors could use it advantageously at mid-week prayer 
services. 





BELIEFS THAT MATTER. Ganse Little. West- 
minster Press. $2.50. 


The author designates the 17 messages in this 
volume as “teaching sermons.” His thought is to 
set forth what the Bible says and what the church 
has taught historically about God, man, sin, salva- 
tion, the person and work of Christ, the church of 
Christ on earth, the preaching of the Word, the 
sacraments, prayer, and the Holy Spirit. The au- 
thor writes in a clear and interesting style. With 
much of the content we agree, but at some points 
we register dissent. On page 54 the author speaks 
of the story of the Fall of man in Genesis as an 
allegory. On page 66 he tries to construct a the- 
ological system out of the parable of the prodigal 
son. On page 88 he writes, “The penalty of man’s 
sin is not his physical death. Adam would have 
died physically whether he had sinned or not.” 
This we consider to be contrary to Scriptural teach- 
ing. On page 89 he says, “You and I are not im- 
mortal. That’s the Greek idea — that’s not the 
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Jewish-Christian idea. God didn’t create us im- 
mortal.” While this view has become popular in 
recent days, we reject it as dangerous. There are 
other sentences and paragraphs by which we have 
inserted question marks. This book, therefore, 
helpful as it is in certain places, must be read with 
a critical eye and discerning spirit. 

—John R. Richardson 





BY WHAT STANDARD? Rousas J. Rushdoony. 


wae and Reformed Publishing Company. 
3.95. 


Dr. Rushdoony presents in this volume an analy- 
sis of the philosophy of Cornelius Van Til. The au- 
thor points out that basic to this study is the 
belief that the presuppositions of human thought 
in every field must be basically one in order to 
arrive at any concept which both validates Biblical 
faith and human knowledge. The sovereignty of 
the self-contained God is the key to every field, 
in that only the God of Scripture makes all things 
possible and explicable and is thus the basic pre- 
mise not only of theology but of philosophy, 
science, and indeed all knowledge. God, the Cre- 
ator, is the only valid principle of interpretation. 
Dr. Rushdoony points out that basic to this study 
is the belief that such a philosophy finds consistent 
and able exposition in the writings of Cornelius 
Van Til. This work, therefore, is thus both an 
exposition of the philosophy and an exposition as 
well as Van Til’s development of that philosophy. 
The author subscribes to this school of thought. 


There are some people who complain that they 
cannot understand the writings of Dr. Van Til. 
Here is the book that will clarify and interpret 
his writings. If anyone is willing to read these 
14 chapters we believe that he will be able to 
grasp the main thrust of Van Til’s apologetics and 
philosophy. Of course, this volume deals with 
controversial issues but we should be grateful for 
the author’s ability to make clear these issues and 
state them thoroughly. 

—John R. Richardson 





THE MEANING OF CHRIST. Robert Clyde 
Johnson. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


The author is a professor in Western Theological 
Seminary. He teaches Systematic Theology. This 
contribution to the Layman’s Theological Library 
is his first contribution. The author seeks to make 
the meaning of Christ plain for the layman. The au- 
thor shows that it is God and he alone whom Chris- 
tians seek when they turn to Christ. He sets forth the 
confession of the church concerning the person of 
Christ in the language of the layman. Although 
the book is not written with theological precision, 
it is written with theological interest. He points 
out that the good news concerning Christ is that 
He died to set us free and that the redemptive 
power ‘*°+ His presence in our lives is both our 
possibility an! God’s will for us. 





SO YOU WANT TO PREACH. Frederick Keller 
Stamm. Abingdon. $2.00. 


Dr. Stamm discusses the Christian ministry un- 
der 5 heads: Getting Started, Pitfalls for the 
Preacher, The Prophet in the Pulpit, The Priest 
at the Altar, and Mankind is Your Business. In 
an informal manner Dr. Stamm talks here about 
the ministers life and work, his relation to people 
and to the world as it now is. The author writes 
from the liberal standpoint and his emphasis is 
more upon humanity than upon God and His glory. 
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